InOcean is a metal band from Gothenburg, Sweden that consists of Pierre Larsson, Marcus Hjorth, Dallen Dahlgren, and Johannes Ljung that formed in 2011.  Primarily known only to fans in their homeland up until this year, in January 2014 the group released a video for their hit "Bring'em Down" from their EP "Until It Breaks", which quickly gained a great deal of fanfare through the YouTube Indie powerhouse BlankTV, and propelled them into an American audience that was thirsting for a fresh sound that was unrehearsed and a carbon-copy of what came before.  With a ferociously harmonious, vocally chaotic, and musically diverse and versatile culmination, inOcean is genuine and true to themselves as metal artists, and pleasing to fans all over the world.  Their latest single release "We're Lost" is a prime example of this fact, and is only providing more fuel to an already out of control fire they have going for themselves, which will undoubtedly further expose their brand of punishing and reverberating heavy metal. It would be wise to get acquainted with the name and sound of inOcean now because it is one for which you will be hearing more and more going forward.  

If you are a fan of the politically-charged, societally-driven, and aggressive shreds of punk rock from past giants like the Sex Pistols, NOFX, Rancid, and Bad Religion, then you will dig Old Guy Drive-By from Galesburg, Illinois.  Founded in 2011 by Dave Wynes, Rob Burton, and Nick Fones, their songs reflect their personal views of freedom and self-liberation from that of oppressive and selfish entities, while maintaining a fun and entertaining nature that connects them with their audience.  The duo was Joined in 2014 by long-time musician and drummer Jake Dillon, after drummer Fones moved on to other endeavors in early 2014.  With Dillon, the band’s sixty-plus years collective music experience and dedication to promoting the entire Indie scene of which they are a part, provides them with an insightful and artistic approach to their music that some bands only dream to obtain.  Old Guy Drive-By has a uniquely open, approachable, humble, and community-oriented nature, while still maintaining a hard-edge that defies the musical and community elitists’ attitudes toward special-interests and preferential treatment.  They are undeniably authentic in their presentation, personality, and ideology, which makes them a “can’t miss” for even those who may not typically indulge punk rock.

Know Lyfe is a heavy metal band from Lansing, MI consisting of Alfonso Civile, Talmage Jake Bryan, Waylon Fox, and Richard Pruneau. Going back to the year 2000, Know Lyfe has been living according to their founding creed of creating original music that pushes the envelope, while maintaining independently-driven thoughts, values, and lyrics that not only entertains a crowd, but also enlightens them in the process.  Being the Indie lifers that they are, the band lives on the road or in the studio, working to grow their fan base by staying true to themselves; regardless of line-up changes, trends, outside influences, and internal conflict.  To date, Know Lyfe has released four recordings: their 2004 EP "Autumn is the Glorification of Death", and 2005 EP "Veins and Vines", which sold over 4,000 copies nationwide and triggered the release of their highly successful full-length album "On Cold Hands and Dark Waters" in 2008. In 2011, the group relased another great work of shredding metal in "Empire of Wolves", which spawned to life great songs like "Building An Empire", "She Wore A Crown", "Oceans", and "Babel", that work together to flawlessly contest any metal that is currently in the mainstream. Know Lyfe continues to grind, tour, and record like no other, and through their collective growth and talent the sky is truly the limit for this band.
Crooked Lizard is a blues-rock trio from Hull, England comprised of Tom Hemmings (vocals and guitar), Roberta Lawson (drums) Mike Sheriff (bass), which formed in 2013. Following in the footsteps championed by their country's predecessors, Crooked Lizard walks the traditional path of rock and roll, which is positively-charged, catchy, loose and much forgotten and lost upon the new generation. Their lyrics are something of interesting metaphorical origins, but impeccably organized, eventful, and effectively diverse, which come together with the music to create a dynamically energetic sound altogether.  Crooked Lizard hopes to build upon their current following with their 2014 release of their debut EP “Ink”, which they are currently touring through their homeland to support; ultimately hoping to expand their brand further around the globe by the end of the year.  Their song "Motormouth" has gotten a fair amount of positive reactions from fans around the globe, which the group hopes to be a positive sign for things to come.  They are a breath of fresh air as it relates to the genre they are representing, and fans everywhere can be excited for the future of Crooked Lizard, as it has the undoubted potential to quickly ignite fire once this band really gets going.


If you are a fan of the politically-charged, societally-driven, and aggressive shreds of punk rock from past giants like the Sex Pistols, NOFX, Rancid, and Bad Religion, then you will dig Old Guy Drive-By from Galesburg, Illinois.  Founded in 2011 by Dave Wynes, Rob Burton, and Nick Fones, their songs reflect their personal views of freedom, self-liberation, and speaking-out against mainstream authority in an organized and civilized manner. While they may not break their instruments, set fire to the bars in which they play, trash hotel rooms, or blow-up the cars of the enemy, their formula still maintains the aggressive tradition of punk rock past; yet, it contains an element of approachability, which gives it a fun and entertaining nature overall.  In 2013, the group self-produced and released a free, four-track EP titled “Corporate Robot,” which displays these traits in an artistically crafted package that is a pleasingly insightful and enjoyable from start to finish. Released on the independent punk-rock label, Podunk Records, the EP is powered by rebellious tracks like, “Corporate Robot” and “Hollywood Scarred,” and it still continues to receive downloads by fans new to the group’s sound.  In 2014, Fones exited the group to pursue other endeavors, and the duo of Wynes and Burton turned to long-time friend, veteran musician, and drummer Jake Dillon. With Dillon, the band’s sixty-plus years collective music experience and dedication to promoting the entire Indie scene of which they are a part, provides them with an insightful and artistic approach to their music that some bands only dream to obtain. As the calendar changed to 2015, the band continues to make new music and perform live; however, no new recording has been announced as of this time. Old Guy Drive-By is undeniably authentic in their presentation, personality, and ideology, which makes them a “can’t miss” for even those who may not typically indulge punk rock.


One afternoon, while searching for a sound that was new and fresh, I stumble upon a song by the name of "Letters," by a group known as "Eclipses For Eyes," which was a recommended listen via an Indie music blog I frequently use. I dawn the headphones, adjust the levels, hit play, and close my eyes. What commences is an almost tribal vanquishing of crashing percussion, with an interesting, yet soothing tone riding underneath its veil; and the vocal hits with a harmony that brings a smile to my face while taking the air from my lungs simultaneously. 
That is what the alternative rock group [Eclipses For Eyes] from Tempe, Arizona specializes in to the highest and tightest degree. Serving as the third installment and title-track to their 2014 debut EP, "Letters" really captures the band's energy in a most-delightful and meaningful way; because it is truly relatable on so many levels. According to frontwoman Lexi Salazar in an interview conducted with rockyourlyrics.com:
"When the writing process for the EP started, I lost someone very close to me to suicide. I spent days with him in the hospital, writing letters to him for when he woke up...the [remainder] of the EP ended up being letters to myself and other people. It only seemed appropriate to title the EP that. [The] “Letters” EP is a handful of messages, its communication and reminders."
Once I heard the entirety of the EP in various formats, I made the decision to purchase the album from Amazon and I haven't been disappointed yet. The fashion in which the tracks are laid-out on the EP is brilliant, but at first I have to admit my shock that "Letters" was not the leader. Instead, the track "Sharks" introduces the album, which is perfect for its theme and backstory to make sense. Based upon Salazar's personal experience, the song is about one thinking and living for his or herself, and nobody else, because true happiness will never be found with the latter. Acknowledgement is only half the battle, one must take action, step out of his or her comfort-zone and find the confidence be his or herself without outside restriction.
[bookmark: _GoBack]"Sharks" causes one to think about how much of life is spent trying to please others instead of focusing on his or herself because everything begins right there. If one is not in control of their decisions or content with the current situation in which they find themselves, then it is highly unlikely their overall existence is an overly pleasant one. Though the primary source of inspiration behind the lyrics of the songs by Eclipses For Eyes is self-admittedly from Salazar's negative feelings, there is something comforting about the message within the music that is extremely optimistic and reassuring. Again, via the interview with rockyourlyrics.com
"[It] may seem strange, but I think writing when I feel like no one can relate is a good thing because it lets people who are feeling alone know that they aren’t...we're in this together!"
Coincidentally, the song "Dear Ana" is a high-energy track in which Salazar puts-off an ominous vibe because its story seems to follow Salazar reaching-out to someone who just doesn't get it; and through this, a relationship is destroyed through the self-denial and lies through which the other person is living vicariously.

