Welcome. My name is Andrew Hayes, and I am the creator of Edgewise Radio. Long story short, I have always wanted to be on the radio, not as a performer or celebrity, but I wanted to be the disc jockey. Since I was very young I have had a special relationship with the radio, because the house I grew-up in didn’t have an extended television lineup, nor was there a lot of activity in the extremely small-town in which I spent the first part of my life. Not to mention, I really love rock and roll.
It was the 1980s and the radio brought my favorite forms of entertainment together unlike any other medium has been able to accomplish; primarily because I have always been naturally hyperactive and I could do other things while listening to it. I was the second of two children, born in 1980, and my parents Tom and Denise were considerably young when I came into their world. They always worked, and worked hard, but my Father was and is also an accomplished and polished actor and musician, and because of this, my sister Stephanie and I were the benefactors of some really great music. Whether it was classical, big-band, jazz, blues, oldies, the rock and roll of the 1970s, or the synthetic sounds of the 1980s, we listened to it all and were told stories and facts behind the music that our Father knew. Then there was the family-friend Ed, whom provided me with a box of recorded cassette tapes from his personal vinyl collection of classic heavy metal like, Scorpions, Rainbow, Triumph, Black Sabbath, and Blue Oyster Cult; combined with my Uncle Ron’s influence of Led Zeppelin, classic Metallica, Megadeth, Alice in Chains, Korn, and West Coast gangsta rap, I had an understanding and liking for many styles by the time I became a teenager. 
All of that said, when I arrived to the age of nine and ten years old, while my parents would be playing games with their friends in the living room on weekends, I would pilfer a cheap microphone from their stereo and record mock radio shows on cassette tape from my bedroom closet. I would go back-and-forth between listening to various radio stations, shows, and disc jockeys, and then do my best to imitate them because I thought they were cool. Whether it was national radio and television types like Bill St. James, Casey Kasem, and Matt Pinfield; or local talents like, Dwyer and Michaels and Tyson Markley, I literally hung onto every word and paid very close attention to their presentation because I found it highly-entertaining and interesting. For one reason or another, I really took to this activity and knew from that time forward that I really wanted to do it “when I grew-up.” In a nutshell, that is what Edgewise Radio is today, but with a touch more education and production behind it.
Though my dream of being on the radio never died, I failed to take the necessary steps when I was younger to make my dream a reality. Long story short, during high school I acquired the nickname Beavis and did my very best to live-up to the moniker, and school wasn’t quite the priority it should have been. The first town and school district I lived-in isn’t worth mentioning, but when I was in the sixth grade, around the time I was thirteen years old, my parents moved back to their hometown of Yates City, Illinois, and I attended a consolidated school district that covered six farming communities across three counties by the name of Farmington C.U.S.D. 
Though I may not have been a scholar like my sister, I worked for my Father in his auto-body repair shop, Tom Hayes Automotive Rebuilders, as well as for local farmers, seed mills, and grocery stores; and for the classes that I felt mattered like English, speech, history, and current events, I did my best to acquire some knowledge of each subject because I liked them. Especially when working for my Father, the radio was constantly playing, which didn’t bother me the least, and in addition to music we would also listen to comedic radio, talk radio, sports broadcasts, and more. Because there is only so much one can think about while wet-sanding an entire side of a 1955 Dodge Royal Lancer, I did what I always did in the past and listened to the hosts of the particular broadcast we’d be listening to and their delivery, presentation, and production. If we were listening to music, I’d pay attention to how the tracks were stacked, what type of vibe, or what type of emotion they were trying to create according to how the tracks were stacked. There is very little soul left in the mainstream, as radio came to be more and more corporately-laced, which made it less and less personal, but I digress. In an odd way, I was always a student of the game and I had a voice to back-it-up, which doesn’t hurt anything.  
Once I finished high school I joined the United States Air Force as a logistics specialist, and learned the fine values the military has to offer of teamwork, hard-work, and no excuses. As hard as I may have worked to be the best Airman I could be, I also enjoyed my drink and often turned to the bottle to relax, to have fun, and to forget; however, too much of a good time can and will come crashing down. Without going into meaningless details, I literally lost everything. From money, my driver’s license, my marriage, my career, my self-respect or the respect of my family and friends – everything. It wouldn’t be until January 2008 until I would finally surrender my will to God, and when I asked Jesus Christ for forgiveness for all of my sins and transgressions against humanity via the vice which had enslaved me. Once I did that, the pieces began to fall into place almost entirely without my intervention, aside from having a thought or an idea and actually following through with it. 
One evening when I was hanging-out with my fiancé, Jeri Marie, I was trying to find a radio station that was playing a good mix and I couldn’t find one to my liking. I had played around with various things on MySpace and other sites and decided once-and-for-all to pursue building a website and Internet radio station that would contain a vast 65-year catalog of rock, metal, punk, blues, and jazz, of both an independent and mainstream nature which would rival anything one could possibly find on terrestrial radio. Although there were many pitfalls, bumps in the road, and late nights banging my head against the wall, until 2011, I made an attempt at pulling-it-off; however, I just couldn’t quite get things in order the way I had envisioned them. So, in the fall of 2011, I entered college for the first time and pursued an Associates of Applied Science in Computer Information Systems, which I received in 2014 by graduating with Highest Honors. I also received a position with the institution that helped to propel me to a legitimate professional career that has provided myself and my family a level of security that was previously absent.


That’s right, Edgewise Radio is back and better than ever, and this time it is more under our control than any other time during our start-and-stop history. Beginning in the fall of 2013, I pulled-up my portfolio from the first-run of the original website and radio show, and I began tinkering around with a few things; while applying my newfound knowledge I gained in various computer classes I was taking. I was once again hooked and by the spring of 2014, Edgewise Radio resurfaced temporarily via the design platform known as Wix; however, I lacked the control I so desperately wanted and they were unwilling to budge to allow me more room to be more creative. In the fall of 2014, Wix and Edgewise Radio mutually agreed to part ways and I began taking what I was learning in web design class and applying it to a made-from-scratch website that would become the new edgewiseradio.com. Once I was finished with my degree, I had the time to take the basic web design techniques I acquired and self-taught myself to design a fully-functional, multi-dimensional, and fully-responsive multimedia platform that would work across all platforms. That is what you see here today.
Through the implementation of a variety of built-in media queries, regardless of what resolution the screen is in which you are viewing edgewiseradio.com, it will adjust according to the pre-configured settings. That means, if you are a person (like me) who uses the Windows snap feature, the website will adjust for the snap feature for easy navigation, limited scrolling, and simple reading. Or, if you are viewing the website on your smart phone, tablet, or other mobile device, it will adjust according to all of them as well; again, designed with simplicity in-mind – for your listening and viewing pleasure, without any disruption in service. 
With this initiative as the top-priority during the notebook phase, Edgewise Radio expanded its format to that of an officially registered Internet radio station, WEMP – Yates City, Galesburg. Because of this official capacity, the live stream was able to secure licensing through ASCAP, BMI, SESAC, SOCAN, and SoundExchange through its affiliation with StreamLicensing LLC., and is not only able to stream through the live player via the website, but also through Windows Media Player, iTunes, Winamp, Quickime, or Real Player via your Windows or Mac device! Pretty awesome, huh? It doesn’t stop there, no it does not, as Edgewise Radio, WEMP – Yates City, Galesburg, also has a mobile app, which is also hosted by StreamLicensing LLC. and can be downloaded for free via the Play Store or at the Apple Store and works on all mobile devices! 
That's right, patience is definitely a virtue, because now you can listen at home via your computer or mobile device plugged into your stereo with a 3.5 mm male-to-male cable, or you can take Edgewise Radio, WEMP – Yates City, Galesburg, in-the-car, to work, to school, to the gym, or wherever you want to take-in the killer rock, metal, punk, blues, and jazz, from coast-to-coast and around-the-globe; mainstream and independent!  We will continue to install updates, as we remain committed to the maintenance of the live stream to keep a fresh, steady flow of music all-day, all-night, all-the-time; on the Internet’s Home of Rock and Roll, Edgewise Radio, WEMP – Yates City, Galesburg!


Every Saturday night, beginning at 5 PM/CST, join host Andy “Beavis” Hayes on Underground Countdown LIVE!, as he counts-down the best independent tracks from throughout the week, according to The Edgewise Radio Top-10 IndiChart, which is formulated through your feedback through the website, Facebook, and Twitter! 
Loaded with commentary related to each artists’ or band’s background, history, current work, and events; through extensive investigative research and interviews, Underground Countdown LIVE! is by-far the most comprehensive independent countdown show you will find anywhere on the Internet, or on satellite or terrestrial radio! 
Keeping in-touch with its grand-predecessor, The Hayes Effect, not to mention the extremely-keen EMP Scouting Department, Underground Countdown LIVE! not only covers the week’s most current IndiChart and the best-of-the-best underground solo artists and bands from coast-to-coast and around-the-globe, but it also sheds some light on the past Indie greats and cover bands that never quite received the attention they deserved through Edgewise Radio. Now they will. Edgewise Radio was designed long ago to be an all-inclusive, never obtrusive, all-encompassing medium that did not concentrate on minor, petty bias, but instead allowed as many independent performers to be heard as humanly possible. So, with a mixture of classic independent rock, metal, punk, blues, and jazz, with today’s best, you can be rest assured that you’ve never heard independent music quite like this!
Underground Countdown LIVE! with Andy “Beavis” Hayes airs every Saturday night beginning at 5 PM/CST on Edgewise Radio, WEMP – Yates City, Galesburg, and replays on Sunday night at the same time. It airs once again on Friday nights, upon the conclusion of The Hayes Effect with Andy “Beavis” Hayes and Edgewise Radio After-Party! 


The Hayes Effect with Andy “Beavis” Hayes is the ‘grand-daddy of ‘em all’ as it relates to any and all amateur or semi-professional radio endeavors that I ever pursued. As a child I came-up with the name through an odd chain-of-events and stored it into the back of my mind, just in-case there was ever a chance I could use it. As it was outlined in the about section of the website, as a kid, I would put together mock radio shows dubbed The Hayes Effect Rock and Roll Radio Hour, which followed the presentations championed by Bill St. James, Casey Kasem, and Matt Pinfield, and local heroes Dwyer and Michaels. From the classic greats I had unlimited access to, to the modern music of the times, to comedy skits, and more, I mixed it all together with my words over the top to provide color and flavoring.
From a bedroom closet on Saturday nights as a child, to MySpace as a pre-historic podcast, and now on the all-new Edgewise Radio, WEMP – Yates City, Galesburg, The Hayes Effect with Andy “Beavis” Hayes makes its return as what it was designed to be long ago; which is an all-inclusive rock and roll variety show, which is like an old-school radio show with a modern-twist.  
Over the course of 4-hours I will take you on an emotionally-charged, historical journey through the ‘wild west’ world of classic rock and heavy metal, with seamless transitions into the modern-flavor and contexts of today. The Hayes Effect with Andy “Beavis” Hayes is loaded with GREAT music and commentary related to each song, the artists’ or band’s background, history, current work, and events; through extensive investigative research and interviews, soundbites, and more! Tailored within the fabric of the original design of the show, between the music, are elements of stand-up comedy, skits, parodies from past and present performers from both the mainstream and independent circuits, which provide a layer of light humor and fun; however, not too much that it is overbearing and redundant.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Hayes Effect with Andy “Beavis” Hayes airs every Friday night beginning at 6 PM/CST on Edgewise Radio, WEMP – Yates City, Galesburg, and replays on Saturday night at 9 PM/CST, and again on Sunday night at 6 PM/CST. Upon the conclusion of The Hayes Effect with Andy “Beavis” Hayes, stay-tuned to The Edgewise Radio After-Party, which is a show dedicated to requests provided by you during the last hour of The Hayes Effect!

